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Shortly after Governor Newsom’s 
resounding electoral victory, transi-
tion team “All-in California” Ambas-
sadors, Supervisor Mark Ridley-
Thomas and UC Regent Laphonza 
Butler, convened a coalition of Afri-
can-American leaders to address 
urgent issues that African-Americans 
face throughout the state. This 
month marks the dividend of this 
convening – and numerous subse-
quent meetings – with the release of 
the Agenda for California: An African
-American Perspective.  

Embodying the ethos of the people 
powered approach Gov. Newsom 
sought in his selection of the duo as 
“All-in California” Ambassadors, 
wanting “respected leaders to help 
him search for innovative ideas and 
talent across the state”, the Agenda 
for California: An African-American 
Perspective answers this call and 
more. 

“As a community, we’ve been dis-
proportionately impacted in so 
many areas of social well-being that 
animating the California ‘Dream for 
All’ in the face of this inexorable 
truth will take leadership, imagina-
tion, and an attentiveness to inno-
vative and focused policy,” said Su-
pervisor Ridley-Thomas. 
“This Agenda does just that through 
policy priorities that are achievable, 
scalable, and evidenced-based. It’s 
a rock solid foundation for Gov. 
Newsom’s Administration to build 
on.” 

Edited by Dr. Ange Marie Alfaro-
Hancock, a leading academic on 

intersectional theory, 
the Agenda delivers to Governor 
Newsom a sharp and interconnected 
perspective on five critical policy ar-
eas: early childhood education, end-
ing child poverty, fighting homeless-
ness, expanding access to 
healthcare, and improving redevel-
opment and economic develop-
ment. Each section includes not just 
a diagnosis of challenges, but also 
provides high-impact solutions that 
will stem the tide in problem areas 
Californians face in their daily lives. 

The initial gathering, held at SEI-
U2015 headquarters, included an 
array of participants from various 
sectors and industries. Academics, 
business leaders, philanthropic lead-
ers, healthcare providers, artists, 
media managers, ecumenical and 
civil rights leaders, labor, educators, 
and many more shared their experi-
ences and divided into daylong 
working groups. Using their respec-
tive areas of professional expertise, 
participants put forth a range of pol-

icy solutions to counteract the com-
plex risk factors that originate in rac-
ism, sexism, poverty, and geograph-
ic inequities to empower Californi-
ans to seize the “Californian 
Dream”. 

“I’m excited to have been a part of 
this special process focused on 
providing practical solutions to the 
unique systematic challenges that 
our community face”, said Dr. David 
Carlisle, President and CEO of 
Charles Drew University of Medicine 
and Science, referencing the out-
growth of the work from that day. 
“This policy brief will provide an out-
standing foundation for measurable 
concrete action and chart a path to 
a more prosperous and equitable 
future for the state of California.” 

Click to download the Agenda for 
California: An African-American Per-
spective 

https://www.flipsnack.com/
mridleythomas/agenda-for-
california.html 
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AC HOTEL LOS ANGELES SOUTH BAY NEARS 

COMPLETION  

The highly anticipated 

   AC Hotel Los Angeles South Bay, from 

design-led European lifestyle hotel 

brand AC Hotels by Marriott®, is slated to 

open its doors to guests in just a few 

short months. Located at 2130 East Ma-

ple Ave. in the burgeon-

ing South Bay region 

of Los Angeles County and minutes 

from Los Angeles International Airport 

(LAX), the 180-room new-build hotel will 

provide a sophisticated option for busi-

ness and leisure travelers. 

 Introducing a new hotspot for guests, as 

well as area residents and businesses, 

the six-story hotel will be home to a 

rooftop restaurant and bar with aerial 

views. Developed and managed by El 

Segundo-based Welcome Group, Inc., the 

leadership team be-

hind AC Hotel Los Angeles South Bay is 

looking forward to filling the void of an 

elevated hospitality experience in its 

emerging home market.  

 “We know this rapidly evolving region 

intimately and 

the AC Hotel Los Angeles South Bay is the 

first of its kind in the area,” said Arjun 

Shokeen, Partner of Welcome Group. 

“With today’s modern traveler in mind, 

the AC Hotels brand follows suit with its 

signature, sleek design and strategic ap-

proach to comfort. We also know what 

locals want and the rooftop restaurant, 

unique to our property, will be a spectac-

ular addition to the South Bay nightlife. 

We’re meeting a growing demand on 

various levels by introducing a whole 

new quality of hotel product.” 

 Built by AXIS/GFA Architecture + De-

sign, AC Hotel Los Angeles South Bay is 

part of the hotel and office project at 

Elevon Campus. Nestled near LAX and El 

Segundo’s various aviation and tech in-

dustries, the concept is derived from the 

surrounding area. With a blend of angu-

lar and curved surfaces inspired by aero-

nautical shapes and airfoils, the build-

ing’s forms, lines and profiles reflect the 

visual imagery of flight and avionics. In-

termixed with these forms is the static 

window and glass grid, which comple-

ments the angled lines, while silver metal 

panels mimic the color of an airplane’s 

wings and suggest motion, against a 

backdrop of rich and stable smooth stuc-

co for depth. 

  

Design Force is be-

hind AC Hotel Los Angeles South Bay’sint

erior look and feel, which, similar to the 

hotel’s exterior, is locally inspired. The 

dichotomy of nature and aerospace 

served as an underlying influence of the 

design. The space will combine hues of 

warm neutrals, fresh greys and cool met-

als accented by leathery cordovan, while 

showcasing original metal artwork and 

an overall geometry of flight motif 

throughout in homage to its surround-

ings. 

NBC4 Names Renee 

Washington Vice 

President of News  

NBC4 announced that Renee Washington has 
been named Vice President of News for the 
station.  Washington, who brings more than 
20 years of broadcast television experience to 
the role, will report directly to Steve Carlston, 
President and General Manager of 
NBC4.  Washington will begin her new post 
immediately. 

Washington has served as NBC4’s Assistant News Director since last fall. She 
co-directed all news gathering operations and digital and social media strate-
gies for the station. She has played an integral role in managing the day-to-
day operations of the newsroom.  Last year, she launched Streets of Shame – 
the first of its kind television news franchise with a commitment to the issue 
of homelessness, which many call a humanitarian disaster in Southern Cali-
fornia.  She has led the newsroom to investigate the people on the street, 
while examining factors of mental illness, drug addiction and housing.  The 
investigation seeks to evoke change in the community and hold people with 
power accountable to address this crisis. While at the station, Washington 
has helped the station’s achieve ratings milestones. NBC4’s major local news-
casts rank #1 or #2 during the 2018-19 season. 

“Renee’s experience as a news leader in major markets like Los Angeles and 
New York will enhance our already strong newscasts,” said Steve Carlston, 
President and General Manager of NBC4.  “Her knowledge of Southern Cali-
fornia, dedication and commitment to quality journalism makes her the ideal 
leader for our news team.” 

She also provided on-air support to the station’s signature holiday campaign, 
Help 4 The Hungry, a community initiative that raised nearly $400,000 for 
food shelters in Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino and Ventura 
Counties in 2018. 

“I’m thrilled to be part of NBC4’s strong team,” said Washington.  “To lead an 
exceptional group of news professionals who value diversity and are telling 
the stories that matter to Southern Californians is my priority.   It’s a privilege 
to work alongside NBC4’s experienced and legendary anchors and reporters.” 

Prior to joining NBC4, Washington held leadership roles at the Disney-ABC 
Television Group in Los Angeles, New York and Philadelphia.  She has held 
several roles as producer and executive producer in Cleveland, Tampa and 
her home state of Indiana. 

Washington earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Telecommunications from 
Ball State University in Muncie, Indiana. She is a member of the National As-
sociation of Black Journalists and participates as a mentor to students and 
young women of color. 
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LEGENDARY CONGRESSWOMAN AND 

SUPERVISOR YVONNE BURKE  
ENDORSES HERB WESSON 

LEGENDARY CONGRESSWOMAN 

AND SUPERVISOR YVONNE BURKE 

ENDORSES HERB WESSON. Wesson 

Named ‘Best Candidate’ for Board 

of Supervisors  

Los Angeles, CA –  LA City Council 

President Herb Wesson earned the 

endorsement of boundary-breaking 

California politician Yvonne Burke. 

Burke was the first African-
American woman to represent Cali-

fornia in the U.S. House of Repre-

sentatives and to serve in the Cali-

fornia State Assembly and on the 

Los Angeles County Board of Super-

visors. She was also the first Con-

gresswoman to give birth in office 

to daughter Autumn Burke, who 

now serves as a member of the Cal-

ifornia State Assembly and was an 

early endorser of Wesson’s cam-

paign for Supervisor. Former LA 

County Supervisor Yvonne 

Burke released the following state-

ment of support:  

“Herb Wesson is an effective, pro-

gressive leader who has spent his 

career fighting for social and eco-

nomic equity. As State Assembly 

Speaker, he sponsored legislation 

to prevent workplace discrimina-

tion. As City Council President, he is 

expanding afterschool programs for 

our disadvantaged youth and lead-

ing the fight to end homelessness 

by building thousands of units of 

affordable housing. And, as my for-

mer Chief of Staff, I witnessed his 

dedication and passion to serving 

the community firsthand. He is the 

best candidate to continue the fight 

to make Los Angeles a better place 

to live, work, and raise a family.” 

In response, LA City Council Presi-

dent Herb Wesson wrote: 

“Yvonne Burke is truly an inspira-

tion. As a boundary-breaking politi-

cian, she was on the frontlines of 

major civil and women’s rights is-

sues for well over 40 years, includ-

ing organizing a legal defense for 

the community members involved 

in the Watts Riots, serving as an 

original member of the Congres-

sional Women’s Caucus, and pro-

moting legislation to ensure equal-
opportunities for minority-owned 

businesses, defend access to safe 

and legal abortion, and prohibit 

pregnancy discrimination in the 

workplace. I am honored to have 

had the privilege to serve as her 

Chief of Staff during her time on 

the Board of Supervisors and to 

have earned her endorsement to 

join the Board myself.”For the last 

30+ years, Herb Wesson has fought 

alongside community leaders and 

grassroots advocates to improve 

the lives of all Angelenos, as Chief 

of Staff to legendary LA County Su-

pervisor Yvonne Burke, the 65th 

Speaker of the California State As-

sembly, the 1st African American 

President of the Los Angeles City 

Council and as a youth coach, men-

tor and father. 

During his tenure as Council Presi-

dent, Wesson has presided over 

monumental policy initiatives that 

have made Los Angeles a better 

place to live, work and raise a fami-

ly. These initiatives — which in-

clude raising the minimum wage, 

pension reform and consolidating 

city elections to increase voter 

turnout — have not only positively 

impacted local residents, but in 

many cases, sparked legislative re-

sponses at both the state and na-

tional level. 

While real progress has been made 

in the last decade, Herb Wesson 

knows that there’s still more work 

to be done. That’s why he’s running 

for Los Angeles County Supervisor: 

to empower people and make a 

difference in the lives of local resi-

dents. 

Herb Wesson currently lives in Los 

Angeles and is happily married to 

Fabian Wesson. They have four 

sons: Douglas, P.J., Herb III, and 

Justin Wesson. 

For more information, please vis-

it www.wessonforsupervisor2020.c

om.  

Our mission is simple! We want to change the world one random 

act of kindness at a time. 

The hope is that we as individuals will pay it forward, one individual 

at a time. The Utopian Society works with organizations to assist 

individuals.   

Recently the Utopian Society Project partnered with the Lomita 

Sheriff’s Station on their “Random Acts of Kindness” Day, handing 

our gift cards in memory of fallen officers. Deputies pulled over 

people for minor violations and instead of giving them a ticket, 

they gave them a gift card.  

Help The Utopian Society make a difference with local organiza-

tions. Learn how YOU can help, CLICK HERE or visit  

www.theutopiansocietyproject.org  

What is The Utopian Society Project? 

In 2011, the Paseo Del Mar land-

slide altered traffic flows through-

out San Pedro, particularly in and 

around the adjacent residential 

and collector streets. This in-

creased traffic highlighted some of 

the existing conditions of the 

streets that needed to be ad-

dressed while the City continues 

to work on a permanent solution 

for Paseo Del Mar. 
 
One of these projects was the 

Hamilton Avenue project: a two-
block stretch of road that was only 

ever half-built.  Previously the 

street was half asphalt with curb, 

gutter, and sidewalk while the 

other half was just dirt.  The street 

was narrow and two cars couldn’t 

pass each other without one pull-

ing into the dirt. This created very 

unsafe driving conditions and with 

the increased traffic, the problem 

was compounded. 

The Hamilton Avenue widening 

was a collaborative effort be-

tween Council District 15 and the 

Bureau of Engineering. Through 

the Councilmember's efforts, the 

project was fully funded. In addi-

tion to building the other half of 

the road, the project also installed 

new fencing, sidewalks, gates, and 

Councilmember Joe Buscaino: Hamilton 

Avenue Rebuilding Nears Completion 
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Cal State Dominguez Hills Alumni Keynote 

Speakers Help Enhance Intimate Feel of 

2019 Commencement 

The Class of 2019 enjoyed a more inti-

mate graduation experience in the Digni-

ty Health Sports Park’s Tennis Stadium 

on May 17 and 18 at California State 

University, Dominguez Hills (CSUDH) 

during six college-based Commence-

ment ceremonies, each with stands full 

of family and friends cheering on the 

graduates. 

This year, commencement returned to 

the tennis stadium after two years in the 

park’s expansive Soccer Stadium. The 

more than 3,600 graduates listened to 

words of well wishes, personal reflec-

tions, and insightful advice from six 

CSUDH alumni keynote speakers, includ-

ing Olympic Gold medalist Carmelita 

Jeter, who was bestowed a California 

State University Honorary Doctor of Hu-

mane Letters. 

The praise rolled out quickly and steadily 

for graduates’ staunch determination, 

perseverance, and many successes dur-

ing five undergraduate ceremonies, and 

a ceremony just for graduate students. 

During his remarks, Thomas A. Parham, 

who led his first commencement as 

CSUDH’s president, suggested that the 

graduates be pragmatic about using the 

knowledge they have gained at CSUDH, 

and to use their voices judiciously as 

they move on to professional careers or 

higher levels of education. 

“One opportunity each of you will have 

is to use your voice to speak up and 

speak out about those things that will 

really matter to you in this world,” said 

Parham. “Do so knowing that the aca-

demic and co-curricular education, facts, 

and data you have received during your 

time at CSUDH has sharpened your intel-

lect, crystallized your thinking, and 

helped you to be more persuasive in the 

assertions you’ll advance and the argu-

ments you’ll make.”  

 Fundraiser to Support Home-

bound Disabled Veterans in Long 

Beach Meals on Wheels of Long 

Beach (MOWLB) invites all Run-

ners, Walkers, Wheelchairs and 

Strollers to join us for our 4th An-

nual 5K event hosted by Long 

Beach City College Cross Country 

and Track & Field Department. 

Please register online 

at www.mowlb.org/5k.html by Ju
ne 21st to receive an event t-shirt 

and medal. 

SUPPLIES ARE LIMITED! 

 Date: July 13, 2019 
Check-in: 7:00am – 7:45am 

(Please present ID) 
Start Time: 8:00am 

Event Location: 
LBCC/Veterans Memorial Stadi-

um 
E. Lew Davis St. 
Long Beach, CA 90808 
(near Carson & Clark Ave.) 

  

FREE PARKING! 

(Please no bicycles or skate-

boards.) 

Long Beach City College: 4TH 

Annual 5K/10K Run/Walk/Roll 

Event 

The fastest track cyclists in the country will head to the 

VELO Sports Center located at Dignity Health Sports Park 

for four days of adrenaline packed racing. America's 

premier velodrome is excited to host the USA Cycling Elite 

Track National Championships and welcome riders from 

around the country. AM sessions are free to the public.  

GET TICKETS 
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Femme It Forward:    

Brandy, Monica, Ashanti, 

Keri Hilson, Amerie, Lil’ 

Mo  

Get Ready for the 17th Annual 

Gardena Jazz Festival, Aug. 25th 

Sun • August 25 • 10:00 am 

13220 Van Ness Avenue, Gardena, CA 90249  

TICKETS HERE 

The 17th Annual Gardena Jazz Festival continues to celebrate great jazz artists 

through this annual event which brings the jazz community together. 

This family-friendly festival allows not only Gardena residents but visitors from near 

and far to enjoy this great day of music and food. We pride ourselves on highlighting 

young talented artists that are continuing this genre of music. 

This year’s festivities will take place at Rowley Memorial Park, 13220 South Van Ness 

Avenue, Gardena 90249. Gates Open at 10:00 am on Sunday, August 25th, 2019. We 

will feature live jazz performances on two (2) stages, in addition to the food court 

and craft vendors we will offer a lounge for those that would like to relax and enjoy 

the day. 

For more information about the 17th Annual Gardena Jazz Festival, including forms 

for sponsorship opportunities, tickets, tents, vendors, or volunteer information, 

please visit www.gardenajazzfestival.com. 

Jul. 19 - 7:00 PM / Door Time: Doors Open at 6:00 PM / Microsoft 

Theater  TICKETS HERE  

Cardi B, Teyana Taylor, Brandy, City Girls and Jill Scott are among the 

headliners of “Femme It Forward,” a multi-format series of all-female 

concerts and events presented by Live Nation Urban and designed to 

“spotlight the entertainment industry’s most creative and accom-

plished female visionaries, both on the stage and behind the scenes,” 

according to the announcement. 

The series will combine live performances, panel discussions, comedy 

shows and activations in multiple markets. Tickets are on sale NOW. 

Featured artists also include Nicole Bus, Rico Nasty, Jorja Smith, Kali 

Uchis, Ari Lennox, Ama Lou, Dounia, Brianna Cash, Mahalia, Faith Ev-

ans, Tweet, Monica, Ashanti, Keri Hilson, Amerie, Lil Mo, Mya, and 

more to be announced. 

Celebrity Photographer, Author Donna    

Dymally's New Book Is Saving Lives 

Actor Luke Perry would urge U 2 STAY STROKE AWOKE ......In memory 
of Actor Luke Perry who recently transitioned due to a severe stroke 
experience....I understand your experience....I took this photo in 2016 
but had 4gotten I had crossed paths with him on this occasion. Thanks 
4 showing up in my feed 2 days before my book signing as a friendly 
reminder to keep campaigning to Stay Stroke 
Awoke! #AwokebyaStroke....one photo as at a time...one stroke at a 
time.  

Donna dedicates her book to Filmmaker, John Singleton. 

June 10, 2019, Los Angeles -- Everyone in their lifetime will experience 
a catastrophic event that is forever life-changing. First time Author, 
Donna Dymally takes readers of her new book, 'AWOKE by a 
STROKE' through the ugly parts of life after a stroke to the unexpected 
turn out in becoming one, of Hollywood's most sort-after photogra-
phers. Her recovery and brave story are only possible due to her de-
termination and strong will to rebuild a new life. Ms. Dymally's infec-
tious spirit, her book, and photographic legacy will no doubt have its 
place, in Los Angeles' archival history. 

Donna on tour at bookstores discussing her book and life. She is avail-
able for interviews, book clubs, and appearances. 

CONTACT  
awokebyastroke@gmail.com 

Beach City Radio reflects the lifestyle of the adult global 

urban listener 25-49. The station broadcasts both music 

and talk. BEACH CITY RADIO broadcasts on the world-

wide web 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Our music 

format offers a diverse and relaxing soulful mix of adult 

contemporary music, classic hiphop, soulful house , soul-

ful jazz and inspirational gospel. Additionally the station 

actively seeks to present new and soulful music from the 

international diaspora.  The core Beach City Radio listen-

er is a mature, sophisticated, socially conscious individu-

al. A progressive thought-leader who is self-determining, 

discerning, well-informed with a global consciousness.  

Tune In - http://www.beachcityradio.com/  
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Long Beach selected to host forum for 
Democratic 
presidential 

Long Beach will get a turn in 
the national spotlight as the 
venue for a forum in Novem-
ber for Democratic presiden-
tial candidates running to un-
seat Donald Trump, California 
Democratic Party officials an-
nounced. 

The forum will be hosted by 
Univision, the largest provider 
of Spanish-language news. It 
will be held during the party’s 
Fall Endorsing Convention, to 
be held at the Long Beach 
Convention Center. 

The forum itself will take place 
at the Long Beach Arena on 
Saturday, Nov. 16, during the 
party’s second gathering this 
year. The party is also meeting 
in San Francisco this weekend, 
where 14 of the Democratic 
presidential candidates are 
expected to speak. 

The Long Beach event is not a 
debate, acting party chair Al-
exandra Gallardo-Rooker said 
in a statement Friday. “It is a 
forum that will focus on issues 
important to Californians and 
to the Latino community,” she 
said. 

“We think it will be a fantastic 
addition to that convention 
and will once again highlight 
the importance of the Latino 
vote and California’s impact in 
the Presidential Primary.” 

According to The Hill, the par-
ty will invite candidates who 
met criteria for inclusion in 
debates sanctioned by the 
Democratic National Com-
mittee. The DNC has said can-
didates must reach at least 2 
percent support in several 
polls and earn donations from 
130,000 individuals spread 
across many states. 

More details will be an-
nounced as the event nears, 
officials said. 

Long Beach Mayor Robert Gar-
cia, who was named a state co
-chair for the presidential 
campaign of Sen. Kamala Har-
ris this week, said the city will 
host most of the Democratic 
candidates on a national 
stage. 

SOUTH BAY COMMUNITY 

NEWS - SUBSCRIBE TODAY 

Narrative: The significance of this 

painting lies in the sacrifice the subject 

made in being away from his family 

members working railroad jobs far 

away to make income to take care of 

his family.  

 
African Americans have been a 

part of the railroad from its in-

ception, but today they are 

largely remembered as Pullman 

porters and track layers. The 

real history is far richer, a tale 

of endless struggle, persever-

ance and partial victory. 
 
The subject in this piece is the 

father of three children in 

different parts of the North-

east, Southeast and Eastern 

parts of the United States. He 

invested his love & financial 

support in each one of their lives and 

was able to do so through the sacrifice 

of weeks away from his family.  
Artist Frank Kelley Jr 
www.frankkelleyjr.com 
 

ARTIST FRANK KELLEY, JR.: Private Collection 

Piece: "The Railroad Man" 

2019 Women in Entertainment Luncheon 

hosted by Tamala Lewis of AEG 
The 2019 Women in Entertainment Luncheon featured a panel moderated 

by Pat Shields (Black Dot, LLC.) highlighting entertainment executives Naomi 

Rodriguez (Los Angeles Dodgers), Kiesha Nix (Los Angeles Lakers), Mamie 

Coleman (Fox Entertainment), Kelly Staley (AEG), and Kheris Rogers (Flexin’ 

In My Complexion!  
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Across 

1. Jason Bourne in the 2007 movie, The Bourne Ulitmatum (4,5) 

4. John Constantine in the 2005 movie, Constantine (5,6) 

8. 2002 movie starring Meryl Streep as Susan Orlean (10) 

10. Charlie Anderson in the 1965 movie, Shenandoah (5,7) 

12. Don Vito Corleone in the 1972 movie, The Godfather (6,6) 

13. 1980 movie starring Jack Nicholson as Jack Torrance (3,7) 

14. Danny Ocean in the 2007 movie, Ocean's Thirteen (6,7) 

Down 

2. 1978 movie starring Robert De Niro as Michael Vronsky (3,4,6) 

3. Bill in the 2003 movie, Kill Bill Vol. 1 (5,9) 

5. 2003 computer animated movie starring Marlin and son (7,4) 

6. 2003 movie starring Michael Caine, Robert Duvall and Haley Joel Osment 

(6,4,5) 

7. Director of the 1974 movie, Chinatown (5,8) 

9. Rob Roy in the 1995 movie of the same name (4,6) 

11. Director of the 2005 movie, Jarhead (3,6) 

MOVIES—CROSSWORD 

24th Annual Central Avenue Jazz Festival 
Sat, Jul 27, 2019, 11:00 AM – 
Sun, Jul 28, 2019, 7:00 PM PDT 
Cental Avenue (Vernon Ave. and King Blvd.) 
4301 South Central Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90011 
TICKETS—CLICK HERE 

Quinceanera.com Expo & Fashion Show 

Long Beach 2019 
Sun, July 21, 2019 
12:00 PM – 5:00 PM PDT 
Long Beach Convention & Entertainment Center 
Exhibit Hall B 

10th Annual Juneteenth Festival 
 
Date And Time 
Sat, Jul 13, 2019, 10:00 AM – 
Sun, Jul 14, 2019, 7:00 PM PDT 
Leimert Park village 
4337 Degnan Blvd      TICKETS - CLICK HERE  
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